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    Springfield will retain its only independent movie theater - The Moxie Cinema - through the creation of the non-profit Downtown Springfield Community Cinema Fund administered by a volunteer board through the Community Foundation of the Ozarks.
    The non-profit group has purchased the Moxie Cinema from founding owners Dan and Nicole Chilton, who are marking the five-year anniversary for the theater, which shows primarily independent U.S. and foreign films and documentaries.
    After opening the Moxie in May 2004 at its original downtown location, the Chiltons moved and expanded the business to two screens now operating at 431 S. Jefferson Ave., in the Wilhoit Plaza. In addition to the daily film schedule, the Moxie hosts special events such as the SATO-48 Film Festival, the Oscar-winning short films, and local art exhibits.
   No significant changes are planned for the Moxie’s operations under the new ownership. The Chiltons will serve as consultants through the end of August and plan to continue supporting the new venture informally after that.
    “Nicole and I are so thankful for the success we've had with the Moxie,” Founder Dan Chilton said. “We've had tremendous community support from day one, which enabled us to fulfill our mission of providing quality film to the community. We're extremely proud and excited to transition from owners to active supporters, as well as shift our focus from work to family.”
    The non-profit status will allow the Moxie to accept donations that are fully tax-deductible for the donors to support operating costs and ensure the theater can continue to provide its high caliber of films and grow into other community film ventures.
    Four membership levels will be offered for donors interested in making tax-deductible contributions to the Downtown Springfield Community Cinema Fund. 

· Individual Membership ($100) 
· Family Membership ($250)
· Producer ($500)
· Director ($1,000)
    Membership levels will include benefits such as discounted tickets, invitations to special events and more. 
    The volunteer board is comprised of: Stephanie Stenger Montgomery, president; Sally Baird, secretary; and board members William Brandon “Bucky” Bowman; Angela Vincent; Molly Robb; and Rosalie Wooten. The Executive Director is Mike Stevens, who recently returned to Springfield from New York.
     “Everyone who buys a ticket and a bag of popcorn is helping support the Moxie, but we believe that memberships will involve the community in a stronger way and create long-term sustainability,” Stevens said. “We are eager to carry on Dan and Nicole’s vision to show first-rate films that don’t always break into the commercial mass-market theater chains.”
      Stevens said the Community Foundation provides a trusted institution to house the Downtown Springfield Community Cinema Fund for the tax-deductible memberships and other donations. Checks should be made out to the Downtown Springfield Community Cinema Fund and sent to the Community Foundation of the Ozarks. Donors also can give online at the Foundation's website (www.cfozarks.org) where they will need to specify the Downtown Springfield Community Cinema Fund.
    CFO President Brian Fogle said the project fits well with the Foundation’s commitment to strengthening communities in all areas, including the arts.
     “We are eager to be a part of this innovative approach to sustaining independent film in Springfield,” Fogle said.
     For more information, visit: www.moxiecinema.com or www.cfozarks.org
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