Making the Case for Planned Giving

We read how Presidents mark their final days in office contemplating their legacy.  Others put their names on buildings and memorials hoping to keep their memories alive. It seems to be in our nature to want to leave something behind for others. 
Since 2006, the [your affiliate foundation] has devoted itself to strengthening the social fabric of our community through thoughtful grantmaking, local resource development, organizational collaboration and public leadership. Our legacy is a maintaining a healthy, viable community with plenty of opportunity for future generations. This is no small task, however. 
Over the next several decades, our country will experience the largest intergenerational transfer of wealth in history. An estimated $40 trillion will be transferred from our most senior generation to their children. Even in our poorest Ozarks counties, the accumulated wealth from land and other assets that will be passed on, numbers in the hundreds of millions of dollars. 
As many of our children leave our communities for what they perceive as more opportunity in the cities and suburbs, these resources will follow them. The implications of this threaten to leave our rural communities without the assets to sustain their quality of life, but the [your affiliate foundation] is working hard to keep resources here, addressing vital local needs. As the president of the [your affiliate foundation], I invite you to join us in this essential effort by considering making a planned gift to the Foundation or a charitable organization serving our community. A planned gift is simply a legacy to a charitable entity made through a deferred/intentional gift. 
Making a planned gift is not just for the wealthy, nor does it need to be complex.  A gift can be as simple as a “transfer on death” title on a savings bond, or including a charity in your will. Other means include naming a charity as a beneficiary in your life insurance policy, IRA, or real estate. One can even receive the tax benefits (and personal satisfaction) while receiving income off the asset through a charitable gift annuity or charitable remainder trust.  
There are examples throughout the Ozarks of planned gifts now providing new life to communities, schools, and non-profits. In one community, a couple put their farm in a charitable remainder trust, allowing them to keep their farm while providing an income and a charitable tax deduction during their lifetime. Their legacy will be a gift that benefits students of their town’s school. Another donor, despite living thousands of miles away, established a scholarship for students in his hometown. Their names and good works will endure for generations, making a difference in these places for years to come.  

The time to start thinking about a legacy is now.  No matter what your age or circumstances, you can help make a difference in your community now and for generations to come. Talk to your attorney, accountant, or professional advisor about making a planned gift.  As a volunteer leader of your local community foundation, I would also be delighted to have a conversation with you about planned giving.  You truly can help make our community a better place for our children, and our children’s children.  The future is in your hands…and heart.   
Sincerely,

[your name]
President, [your affiliate foundation]
