Matchrng grant prompts fundralsmg

Community group hopes to raise $25,000

By Janet Gordon-.
-Contributing Writer .
The Hickory County Commu-
nity -Improvement Foundation has
announced fundraising plans as
-part. of their -efforts to earn match-
ing fund grant doHars through the
Harry - Cooper Supply Company .
Campaign for the Ozarks. Each

dollar earned between now and the -

end of December will be matched
up to $25,000, making it possible
for a total 6f $50 000 to be ratsed 1o
benefit Hickory County

“The Foundation is the fink to
obtain funding for Hickory County

exclusively from individuals, busi- -

rigsses, government and any kind -
of federal or private funding,” says

‘Alisa Carter, administrator for the .

Hickory. County Health Départ-
ment. “The Foundation is respon-
sible for makmg certain these funds
go back into Huckory County.” -

“As part of  that responsrblllly,'

* we ‘are constantly pursuing grants
“and other funding * opportunities

that will benefit our communities of

- Hickory County,” she stated.

Members of the HCCIF include
* . Walt Dariing; chairman; Alisa Cait- .
er, vice-chairperson; Pam Jackson, -
secretary;, Dawn Vader, treasurer;
and Julie Foster; mémber-at-large. - .

“The HCCIF - represents our .
county as .an affiliate to the much -

Aarger Community - Foundation . of
the Oziirks, The' HCCIF is the fiscal
Community Improve-.
ition and represents the -
community. by applying for grants -
- made possible through the CFO and .
. by eslablrshmg new funds throug,h
* community donations to be used in

Hickory County;,” Carter explained.:

“Without the board for the HCCIF,

the CFO would not have local rep--
_resentation and would not know

‘how 1o’ mLcl the nu,ds of this com-

munity.”

) Carter noted that there are mdny
henefits. to the HCCIF because of

their affiliation-with the. CFQ. For

- example, the fund becomes part of

as

a publicly supported orgamzatlon.
_benefiting the community; donors

may get a larger. tax deduction for
current-and future gifts; donors may
remain -anonymous if they wish;
and there is no minimum distri-
bution requirement. Additionally,

since the fund doesn't pay excise

tax, there sometimes is more avail-
able forcharitable purposes; funds
may be set up in one day, rather

than months; and the fund is man-

aged by a full-time, staffed organi-

zation with expert advisors.

“That -is where the ~ Hickory
County” Community Improvément
Coalition plays such an important
* part in the decision-making protess

. by making recommendations as lo
how grant money can fill gaps and -
needs without duplicating services

that are available,” Carter’ com-
merited. “The CIC can bring part-

ners ‘together to redch their goals .

in a way.that each of the partners
individually mr_ghl not be able to do
on their own.”

Carter said the new walking trail
below the Pomme de Terre- Dam. is*
an example. “The US Army Corps &

of Engineers would not have been

able to make the new walking trail
_ by itself,” she said. “By partnering..

- with the Health Department to pro- -
vide additional funding, and with:-

the CIC and Hermitage Schools for
volunteer 'w'orkers, the project be-
came a reality.”

That particular. project provides

addrtlonal recreational and physical ~
_activity opportumues to the com- -
"munity as a whole, helps the Health
Department promote healthy  life- -
* style ‘behaviofs, and provides a safe
place for high school cross country -

runners- o use, according to Carter.

“It was a win-win situdtion for all -
. involved, and the comimunity ben-
-efited most of all. It was a practical

solution ‘that could’ only be: madc
through collaboration,”

tex ThlS i ‘the, place where needs

_can:bé presented and concerns may

be voiced about a need that's not
currently being met, etc.” -
“iMembers on the HCCIC include
representatives from: the Depart-

“iment of Family Services, Hickory

County Health - Department, Mc-
Carty Senior Center, each of the
four- Hickory Counly Schools and

_ others, Their purpose is 1o discuss -

tssiie§ "concemning each entity and

‘how to'work together to find focal

solutions. Vader explained that the

* CIC then lakes those i ilems into con-

sideration- and ‘presents’ that 1o the
Hickory “County ‘Community Im-
provement Foundation, :

“The HCCIF has’ aIrcady given -
in many ‘ways to- Hickory Counry,

“.Carter said.

Car seats‘have been provrded o

" the Health ‘Department with funds
* through CFO, $6,000 was provided
Vadelr noted, “The HCCIC-méets -
. the first Thursday of each month af

“:4 p.m. at‘the:McCartv Senior Cen- -

to the Mary Shaw_B_utlcr D_omesne
- (Coiitined to Page 34)

The chkory County Commun:ty Improvement Foundauonrncludes (tront) Pam Jackson, secrelary Ahsa
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* Violerice Shelter for £16W roof and

- to-help pay. general maintenance for
: the facility; smail- grants have been

-provided 10 all the"local volunteer
,fire  departmenits; ~tornado - victim
recovery funds were cdllected and
+ distributed to meet the difect needs
-of the tornado victims of Hickory
County... S
Darling added, “Through the.
Foundation, we have .been able to

provide over 1,100 ‘weather alert

;tadios for Hickory County residents
-0 purchase. at the -low, wholesale

+price, which made them muich more |

affordable.” = R
~ L UWith the Harry doper Sup-
ply Company Challenge-Grant, the
board’s -hopes’ are: high' that ‘many

more needs of. Hickoty Countians -
- may be-met in the near future, - . . -

- MWe hope weican’ take full ad-

" vantage of this-génerous offer fora

matching'fun'ds'grs_int-,”-'—Hptton‘cpm—
mented. “It’s not ‘often that an. op-
~-portunity of this’ type comes along,
- and we hope everyone can under.
. stand how much’this can help our
L community.” <o T
i . Once the money has been. col-
- lected ‘and:matched, the “fund ‘May
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. dle. . "Grant., applications . wilf .
- approved by the five-member HC-
< CIF for such things as scholarships,

- family. crisis emergencies, . burn

- victims, schools, jaw enforcement.
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~‘emergency

project. Debbie
has worked at the Hickory County -
- Health Depatitment for 19 years and
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the department and for the entire -
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vommunity.” She adds; “We hopeto- -
‘arn-at least the $25,000 50 we can -
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